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Romans 2:1-16 

 
GOD’S RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENT 

 
 

Context:  
 
Chapter one seeks to explain the wrath of God toward the Gentiles. 
 
Chapter two is Paul’s engagement of the Jews.  
 
A. We remember that the Gentiles had rejected God’s general revelation of  
Himself through conscience and nature—they are “now without excuse” (1:20). 
 
B. The Jews had distorted God’s revelation—the Law—were also inexcusable  
(2:1). 
 
“You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you 
have no excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are 
condemning yourself, for you who judge others do these very same things.” 
Romans 2:1  
 
 
JUDGMENT IS COMING!!! What we do—how we live—our interactions with one 
another—it all matters to God. 
 
A. Hebrews 9:27-28 
 
“And just as each person is destined to die once and after that comes judgment, 
so also Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of 
many people. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation 
to all who are eagerly waiting for him.” 
Hebrews 9:27-28 NLT 
 



 

1. Challenges of Human Judgment 

 
A. It places humans in the place of God! Self-righteous people, often criticize 
others under the cover of leading decent, moral lives. 
 
B. Such behavior wreaks  
of pride and arrogance—thinking I am better than others—thinking more highly 
of myself than I ought to—Such behavior is strictly forbidden because it is 
ungodly. 
 
C. Human judgment is based on limited knowledge while the judgment of God is 
according to truth. No man can see the heart of another and has no ability to 
discern one’s clear motives. 
 
Even within the court system, they ask for a judgment “beyond a reasonable 
doubt.” Conversely, the judgments are God are “according to truth”—using facts 
both seen and unseen. 
 
1 Samuel 16:7 NLT 
“But the Lord said to Samuel, “Don’t judge by his appearance or height, for I have 
rejected him. The Lord doesn’t see things the way you see them. People judge by 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”” 
 
D. ALL of us have a tendency to judge others. Be mindful of the following: 
 
Romans 2:3 NLT 
“Since you judge others for doing these things, why do you think you can avoid 
God’s judgment when you do the same things?” 
 
 

1. Principles of God’s Judgment 

 



Paul to the Jews: “You are just as guilty as the Gentiles” before God. So why has 
God not judged them? 
 
Romans 2:4 NLT 
“Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does 
this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you 
from your sin?” 
 
Reasons for judgment not having already occurred: 
 
A. Riches of His goodness—abundance of God’s goodness 
 
The design or aim of God’s goodness is to bring a person to repentance! 
 
B. Forbearance—self-control restraint and tolerance 
 
C. Longsuffering—showing patience in spite of troubles, especially those  
caused by other people. 
 
Some persons had taken God’s kindness as the ok to go on sinning—that God 
would tolerate sin and not judge their sinfulness and them. 
 
To ignore this goodness and continue in sin, was but to fill a reservoir of divine 
wrath to be unleashed on the day of judgment.  
 
Romans 2:4-6 NLT 
“Don’t you see how wonderfully kind, tolerant, and patient God is with you? Does 
this mean nothing to you? Can’t you see that his kindness is intended to turn you 
from your sin? But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, 
you are storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, 
when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. He will judge everyone 
according to what they have done.” 
Romans 2:4-6 NLT 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10 NLT 
“For we must all stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever 
we deserve for the good or evil we have done in this earthly body.” 



 
 
Two Factions: 
 
“But because you are stubborn and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing 
up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day of anger is coming, when God’s 
righteous judgment will be revealed. He will judge everyone according to what 
they have done. He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, seeking 
after the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. But he will pour out his 
anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth 
and instead live lives of wickedness.” 
Romans 2:5-8 NLT 
 
 
A. RIGHTEOUS 
Romans 2:7 NKJV 
“eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, 
honor, and immortality;” 
Romans 2:7 NKJV 
 
B. UNRIGHTEOUS 
Romans 2:8 NKJV 
 “but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey 
unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish, on every soul 
of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; but glory, honor, and 
peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 
For there is no partiality with God.” 
Romans 2:8-11 NKJV 
 
A. Contentious—factious or troublemaker 
 
B. Indignation—an outburst like an explosion of a flammable liquid—a hot  
and sudden outburst of anger—though restrained now, on judgment day,  
God’s full fury and wrath will be poured out upon sin and sinful humanity. 
 
C. Tribulation—to press as if pressing out grapes in a winepress 
 



D. Anguish—narrow space—a picture of excruciating pressure and  
confinement 
 
Matthew 25:30 NLT 
“Now throw this useless servant into outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth.’” 
 
 

1. GOD ALONE SAVES—HIS REWARDS ARE COMMENSURATE WITH OUR 
WORKS!!! 

 
Romans 2:10 NLT 
“But there will be glory and honor and peace from God for all who do good—for 
the Jew first and also for the Gentile.” 
 
 
 

1. THERE IS NO PARTIALITY WITH GOD! 

 
Romans 2:11 NLT 
“For God does not show favoritism.” 
 
Romans 2:12-13 NLT 
“When the Gentiles sin, they will be destroyed, even though they never had God’s 
written law. And the Jews, who do have God’s law, will be judged by that law 
when they fail to obey it. For merely listening to the law doesn’t make us right 
with God. It is obeying the law that makes us right in his sight.” 
 
God judges people by their knowledge. 
 
This is based on the FULL KNOWLEDGE of God! 
 
Those who have no knowledge of God’s Law will be judged accordingly. 
 



Those who have the Law (are in the law) will be judged more harshly. These have 
more light than others and will be held more accountable. GOD WILL BE TOTALLY 
FAIR in His judgments. 
 
 
THE PIERCING OF GOD’S JUDGMENT 
 
Romans 2:13 NLT 
“For merely listening to the law doesn’t make us right with God. It is obeying the 
law that makes us right in his sight.” 
 

1. Hearer—one who constantly hears 

 
 
James 1:22-25 NLT 
 
“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are 
only fooling yourselves. For if you listen to the word and don’t obey, it is like 
glancing at your face in a mirror. You see yourself, walk away, and forget what 
you look like. But if you look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and 
if you do what it says and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for 
doing it.” 
 
HEARING GOD’S WORD DOES NOT PROTECT US FROM THE JUDGMENT OF GOD! 
Hearing it without obeying it actually increases our condemnation. 
 
 
The Role Of the Conscience 
 
Conscience—an inner feeling or voice acting as a guide to the rightness or 
wrongness of one’s behavior 
 
Romans 2:14-15 NLT 
“Even Gentiles, who do not have God’s written law, show that they know his law 
when they instinctively obey it, even without having heard it. They demonstrate 



that God’s law is written in their hearts, for their own conscience and thoughts 
either accuse them or tell them they are doing right.” 
 
A. Do by conscience  
B. No society is without a sense of right and wrong! 
 
Written in their hearts—SEARED—to burn in with a branding iron!!! 
 
1Timothy 1:5 NLT—A Good Conscience 
“The purpose of my instruction is that all believers would be filled with love that 
comes from a pure heart, a clear conscience, and genuine faith.” 
1 Timothy 1:5 NLT 
 
John 8:9 NLT—Convicting Conscience 
“When the accusers heard this, they slipped away one by one, beginning with the 
oldest, until only Jesus was left in the middle of the crowd with the woman.” 
 
CONCLUSION: We pass judgment on ourselves when we go, against our 
consciences!  
 
Romans 2:16 NLT 
“And this is the message I proclaim—that the day is coming when God, through 
Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret life.” 
Romans 2:16 NLT 
 
Judgment is inevitable !!!  
 
We will be judged for our actions. 
 
We will be judged for our motives! 
 
 
 
 


